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III. An Explanation of an ancient Inscription- 
dif covered at Rutchefter, the laft Station in 
England, upon the Roman Wall* 1744 ; 
by John Taylor, LLD. Chancellor of Lin- 
coin, and Regifter of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge. 

Mead Jan. 15. 
3746,7 

IMP. C AES. M. AVRELXO* 
SE VERO. ANTONINO. 
AVl PIO.FELICI.&.BARTHIC. 

i. e. MAX.BRIT.MAX.GERM. 

dugujlo. MAX.PONTIFICI.MAXIM. 

TRIB.POTEST.XVIII.IMP.il. 
COS.IIII.PROCOS.P.P.COM. 
FIDA.VARDVL.CRE0@ANO 

NNANA.FECIT.SVB.CVRA.TCO 

mmmmmmmmmmmm 

IiEO».XX.GRt 

According to the Copy given me by Dr. Hunter 
of 'Durham* who copied the Inscription this laft 
Summer* 

This Infcription addrefled to Caracalla has nothing 
in it very lingular, except the Title of the Cohort 
that dedicated it, namely, 

FIDA,VARDVL.CREO®ANONKrANA. 

ifcacerning which Iihali offer thefe few Conjectures. 

The 
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The Varduli were a People of Hifpama eiterw\ 
mentioned by Tomponius Mela and others* .and are 
recorded now, in no lefs than three Inscriptions, to 
have ferved in Britain as Auxiliaries* The two 
other are printed in Hor fiefs Britannia Romana, 
Northumb. N°. xciv^. c Durh:xxvi. We find Troops 
of feveral Nations to have been here upon the fame 
Occafion, as Cohors prima> fecunda, &c. Batavorutn, 
'Dacorurn, Nerviprum, Twngrorum> c Delmatarurn, 
Thracum, &c. 

This Cohort of the Varduli is intituled fid a, a 
very common Appellation, and moreover creo®a« 
:nonnana ; the laft Letters of which I feparate, and 
read without inferting a fingle Letter antonint- 
ana, thus, AKroiIrJANA. Nothing is To frequent 
in Infcriptions, as this compendiary Way of writing 
antoninvs, and its Derivatives. Thus in HorJIe/s 
Infcriptions, 

m.avr.aktojJno.pio. 

North, cxi 1 1, 



M.AVRELI.AKONINI.PII.FELIC. 

North. xciY* 



coh.iiii.br. 

AVTONNIA. 



North. lxxvi. 



Upon this Hint therefore I am perfuaded, that 
when the Stone is next infpe&ed, thefe little apices 
will appear, which are eafily overlook'd, when this 
brief Manner of Writing is not expe&ed or attended 

to. 

X x 2 la 
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III regard to the Appellation Antoniniana, it is oh- 
lervable of the ancient Militia, that feverai of their 
Cohorts and Legions, as well Roman as Provincial, 
complimented themfelves with the Imperial Sur- 
name, of which I fbali produce fome Inftances. 

DIS. MANIBVS. 
C. A NT ONI. C. F, 
OVF. AEGRILLI, 
MIL. LEG. VII. CLAVDIAE. 
PIAE. FELIC. ET. FIDEL, 
VIX.ANN. XXXI IX. 

M. VII. d.vii r. 

M. AEGRILIVS. FRATRI 
DVLCISSIMO. F. C, 

Grater, d-xxi, 4. 



I. O. M. 
COH. I. AEL. 
DA. GORD 
• ANA. 

flor/I. Cumber L vin. 
L e. 
lo^ci Optimo Maximo COHors \ ma . AELia DAcorum 
GORDIANA, 

t-.—- ,,.-, ... , ■ .__ __ --i i — 1 in i, , ■■mil " ,- ..——————————— —^———— 

NVMINI FOR 
TIS.FORTVNE. 
M. AVRELIVS* 
MARINVS.MIL. 
COH. VII. PR. P.V, 
SEVERIANAE. 

G niter, mxiii. 10. 
/. e. 
CQHonis Vll^ Y&atori* Via Vifiricis SEVE- 
R1ANAE. But 
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But the Imperatorial Addition antoniniana is 
perhaps the moft frequent of any, as the Name of 
Antoninus was affumcd by a long Series of Empe- 
rors. 



DEAE.EPONAE. M. OPILIVS. RESTIO. 
MILES. LEG. XXII . ANTONINIANAE. P, p. F. 



Gruter. lxxxvii. 4, 



H. D. D. 
DEABVS.MATR. 
IVLIVS. REGVLVS. MI 
LES. LEGIONIS. VI. 
ANTONINIANE. 



Gruter. xcn. 2* 



D. M. 

MARINA. SECVN 

DINA. VIX. ANN. LIII. 

L. AVRELIA.SATVR. 

VIX. ANN. XXI. 
L. AVRELIVS. INGENVVS. 
MILES. LEG. XIII. GEM, 

ANTONINIANAE. 

MATRI.ET. SO 

RCRI.POSVIT. 



•J-"**— 



Gruter, dxxviii. s, 



o, 
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D 

ET. MEMORIAE. 

AETERNAE. VE 

GETINIAE.RO 

MANAE.MEM 

M1VS. RVSTICV& 

MILES. LEG. V. 

VICTRICIS.AN 

TONINIAN.CON 

IVGI. INNOCENTISSi 

MAE. LOCO. PERE 
-GRINO. DEFVNCT. 
T. C.ET. SVB.A5CIA. D. 

jRemef.viu. 68. 

But more particularly the two following, as they 
both bear Date under Caracalla ; and one of them 
the very Year of his fourth Confulate, when he was 
collegued with Balbinus> and of confequence nearly 
coeval with ours. This is to be feen in Gruter y 
xnv. 2. and runs thus: 

P. AEL.VICTORINVS.ROMANI.YIVENI.F. 
AVkELIANA.POPA.MIL, C0H. V. PR. ANTONINIA 
-NE. P.V.7.VERI, HERCVLI. DONV.POSVIT.LIBI 
ENS.VOTO.VT.GRATIAS.AGO.DEDICAVIT. 

III.NON.NOVEMBRES. 
IMP. ANTONINO. AVG. N. I II I. ET. D. 
CAEIL10.BALB I NO. 1 1 .COS. 

The other is fomewhat earlier, and bears Date 
between his fecond and third Confulate, 

I MP, 
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IMP. CAES. M. AVRELIO. 
ANTONINO. AVG. SEVERI.F. 



TR IB. POT. VI 1 1 1. COS. II. 
COH.I.VIG.ANTONINIANA. 
CN.RUSTICVS.RVFINVS.PRAEF.VIG. 
TIB.CLAVDIVS.MARCELL1NVS.TR IB* 

etc. 

Reinef. in. ult. 

There is yet a third, which, befides the Title An* 
tminiana^ and the Correfpondency of Date (for it 
was cre&ed in the Confulate we have been fpeaking 
of) is likewife remarkable for the fame Scriptura 
cornpendiaria. I fhall give it whole from Gruter* 

CVI.II. I, 

IN.H. D.Dt 

GEhlo. SANC 
TO.M.AVREL. 
CL.POMPEIAN 
VS.MIL.LEG.VIII. 
AKTorJlslANAE 
AVG.B.F.COS.K* 
IANVAR.IMP.IXN, 
AKTortNO.IIII.ET. 

B ALB I NO. 1 1. COS* 

What remains to be accounted for is CREO®. 
Which Letters if any one fhould compare with Horfi 
Jefs "Durham Infcription, N°. xxvi. where mention 
is made of the fame Farduli, he will find a very ftrong 

Refemblancej 
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Rcfcmblaticcj and be apt to conclude, that what 
explains *hc one, will bid very fair to explain the 
other, Thdt Infcription runs thus, 

. O. M. 
.... ATI. COM, 

VARDVLO.R. 
CREQjX) 

V.S.LL.M. 

Cil then I take to be diftinft Marks, and exprcilivc 
of Clvium Romanorum. And of this I find little 
Room to doubt, when I obferve the fame Marks ap- 
plied to fcvcral Corps, who were asftrittly Provincial 
as our Var duli\ fuch as Afri, Afturienfes> &c. 

LPRAESENTIO.L.FIL. 

LEM.'PAETO. 
I*.ATTIO.SEVERO. 

PRAEF.COH.I.AFR. 
C-R.EC^IVPICI.SELECTO.EX. 
V DEC.PR.AVXIMI.PAT.COL. 

AEDI.LI-II.VIR.ANCONAE. 

Gruter, cdlix. 9. 



SEXTL.CLASENO 

.. PRAEF.COH. 

llIrASTVR.EQ.C.R. etC. 

Gmter.cccLXKXvm. $. 



33IANAE 
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DIANAK 

SACRAVIT 

T.FL. 
I TALI CVS 

PRAFF. 
ALAE.I.VLP* 

CONTAR. 
OO.CR. 



Gruter. xl. 3, 



DB1S DEAL VS. 

ALA. I VLP.COKT. 
OO. C.R.CVI.PRK. 

Q^ER. 1NGENVVS. 



Gr liter. 11. 6 



mwAmmm 



But (till more cxprefly, 

CEREALI. 

. . . LEG. HI. GALL I CAE 
. . . lil.COH.GALL I CAE. 
m/IVM. R OMANO R VM. 

Gruter. cdxcix. 3. 

And moreover what kind of Citizens, we are told 
more than once ; viz, Juris Italici. 

t.fl.barsi.v 
eter.alae.i.fl. 

AVG.BRIT. 

00 .C.R.IVRIS.ITALICI. 
MEM0R. FR 

ATRI.SVO.POSVIT. 

Gruter. dxli. 8. 
Y y r. 
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T.F.VERECVN!>* 
MAC KQVEvS.ALAE. 
I.FLA.Av G.BRIT. 00. 
C.R.IVR.ITALICI. 

Gr titer, dxlii. 7> 

The Freedom of the City had been for fomc time 
before this a regular Reward for the Fidelity of the 
Provinces, or any other military or civil Merit. The 
famous Oration of the Emperor Claudius, or the Aft 
for incorporating the People of Vienne in Gaul (a- 
large Fragment of which is prcfeivcd in Gruter, p. 
dii.) is a remarkable Inftancc of what I have ad- 
vanced. QyiD. ERGO. NON. I TALI CVS. SENATOR. 
PROVINCIAL I. POTIOR ? EST. I AM. VOBIS. CVM.HANC* 
PARTEM. CENSVRAE. MEAE. APPROBARE. COEPERO. 
QVIO. DE.EA. RE.SENTIAM. REBVS. OSTENDAM. SED* 
NE. PROVINCIATES. QVIDEM SI. MOJDO. ORNARE. 
CVRIAM. POTERINT. REIICIENDOS. PVTO. For fo 

the laft Words mull be emended, as they have been 
rcftored by Reinefius and Grtfvius. 

Afterwards, probably a little before the Date of 
our Infer iption, which is near the End of the Reign 
of Caracalla y came the general Conftitution of that 
Emperor 5 the Memory of which being frefli might 
probably occaiion the Infcrtiop of the Word& Civiitm 
Romanorum in this Monumuit. Liorbe Romano qtd 
funt ? ex Confii tut tone Imp er at or is Antonini Gives Ro* 
mani effc&i funt* are the Words ofUlpian, in the firfl: 
Book of the Dijreft. Tit. de Statu Hominum, Law 
xvi t. That the Antoninus there mention a was our 
CaracaIIa> is abundantly made good by Buron Span- 
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hem, in his Comment upon that Text, To which 
let me add the Words of "Prudent ins ^ produced by 
the fame learned Writer upon the Occalion. 

I line frevatums rah? em "Dais, nndique gentes 
Ivciii'iirc caput douut fnb gentibm //dew, 
Ronuiu (que omiu\s jivri quos Rhenus et Ifler, 
j£uos Tagns anr/jtiUSy quos magnus niundat 

lliberus. 
Comiger llefperidum quos inter lab: tnr 7 et quos 
Ganges a! it, tepidique lavant je i tern ojiia NHL 
jfns fecit co, u-hnjw pares, et nomine codem 
NexH/i, tt donutos fratcma in vine la re digit. 

What remains EO®, I would tcflorc EQ0, ac- 
cording to the Model of the 'Durham Inscription 
produced above : 

COM. VARDVL. C. R. EQ. tt> • 

For the Difference in Stones is Co minute in this Par- 
ticular, that I will venture to pronounce, tho' I never 
law the Inscription, it may as well be one as the 
other. And I read the whole Title of the Cohort 
thus : 

COion Jma FID A VARDVhorum Qlvium Komanorum TLQuitat* 
Uilliaria ANTONINIANA. 

Concerning which I have fomething to offer. 

The frequent mention of Equeftrian Cohorts, or, 
to fpeak more adequately, of Qohortes Equitat£> in 
eld Inscriptions, I obferve to have been a great 

Yy % Choquc 
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Cheque upon fcvcral Antiquaries, who have been 
taiii^tit to conlldcr the Cohorts as appropriated to the 
Foot Service, as the Ahe and Tuniut were to the Horfe. 
Mr. J lor /ley in particular, p. 9+- imagines, the Co- 
hors prima Claudia Er.nitata, which he met with in 
the Not it in, was intended to intimate, that this Co- 
hort had been promoted from the Foot to the Horfe 
Service. But when that Gentleman was kd, by the 
Mark or Monagram in the 'Durham Infcription re- 
lerr'd to in thele Papers, to conlider that Corps as 
confiding of a thoufand Horfe, his Diiliculty is in- 
creafed to that Degree, that he docs nor know what 
to affirm upon it. Now of all this there is a very 
cafy Solution. 

The Auxiliary or Provincial Cohorts (for of them 
only I obfervc what follows) were cither intirely or 
purely Foot, like the Legionary and ordinary Co- 
horts 5 or clfe they had a Mixture of both Kinds of 
Militia, and conftltcd of Horfe and Foot together* 

IMP.CAESAR. DIVI.VESPASIANI.F.DOMITIA 
NVS.AVGVSTVS.GERMANICWS.PONTIFEX.MAXI 

MVS.TRIBVNlCPOTEvST.XII.IMP.XXH.COS.XVI. 
CENSOR. PERPETVVS.P.P. 

PEDITIBVS.ET.EQ\aTlBVS.Q\ T I.MlLITANT.IN.COHO 
RTE.fli.AEPlNORVM. etc. 

Gr titer* dlxxiv. f. 

This latter Sort, as they could not properly be 
ritikM under cither Denomination of Horfe or Foot, 
(for they were made up ot both) feem to have ap- 
propriated to thcmfclves the diftinguifhing Title of 
Cohortes EqititataE; Corps of Infantry with a 

Mixture 
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Mixture of Horfc. And of this Term, £o very figni- 
ficant, and i'o little underftood, I find frequent Men- 
tion, 

L. BRVTTIO«L.F. 

PAL.CELERI. 

EQVO.PVBLIC. 
PRAEF. COH Ifl. AVG. 

THRAC. EQVIT, 

Gmter. dxxxiv. z. 

• ' ■ ■ . . . I . . . i i ■■» . — - - — . ,,,.,, , ■ ,.,., .- „ _ .,, , , „ , m m , i m i ■ mmmmmmmmmm-' 

Q. CAECILIO. Q^F, 
AN.OPTATINO. 
PRAEF. COH, I. AQVI 
TANOR, EQVIT. 
PONTIA.T.F.SABI 
NA. MATER. 

flaminica." 

Gruter. dxxxiv. 4. 1 

mmmmmmmmmm t own i m mm mum ■ ■ ■ * **m mmmmmmmmwmmBmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmm*mki 

P. LICINIO. l\ F. 
GAL. LICINIANO, 
PRAEFECTO. 
COHORTIS. VII, 
PRAEIECTORVM, 
EQVITATE. IN, 
GERMAN I A, 
TRJBVNO* 
MILITVM. LEG. 
VII, 
EVIA. PRAEFECTO. 

Gruter. dl. 4, 
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P. LICINIO. P.F* 
GAL. MAXIMO. 

PRAEFECTO, 
COHORTIS. IL 

GALLORVM, 
EQVITATE. IN, 
DACIA.TRIBVN. 
MIL, LEG. VI I. 
CLAVDIAE.PIAE. 
JrlDELIS. P. LIGINIVSa 
LICINIANVS. 

PRATRI. 



Gruter. dl. 5 * 



M. MAENIO. C. F. COR. AGRIP 
PAE. EX. VSIDIO. CAMPESTRX. 
H0SP1TL DIVI. HADRIANI. 
PATRIS. SENATOR IS. PRAEF. COH. 
II. FL. BRIXTON. EQVITAT. 
ELECTO. A. DIVO. HADRIANO. 
£T. MISSO. IN. EXPEDITIONEM. BRIT 
TANNICAM. TRIB. COH. I. HISPA 
NOR. EQVITAT. PRAE. ALAE. I. 
GALLOR. ET. PANNONIOR. CATA 
PHRACTAE. £tC* 

Reims, via n%. 

Nor have we thefe Teftimonies only, but alfo a 
full and decifive Proof of this Denomination, and^ 
what is yet behind, of their Number alfo, in a Writer 
very well vers'd in military Affairs, Hyginus, who 

wrote 
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wrote a Treattfe de Cajtrametatione, in the Time of 
Trajan. From him we are informed, that thefc 
Troops Wv re ca!Td Militarise > as conftfting of a thou* 
fand private Men, Part Horfe and Part Foot, The 
Proportion of the former of thefc to the latter was 
nearly as one to three, viz. 240 to 760, inltcad of 
250 to 750, Which little Difference was poffibly 
occafion'd by the Neccflity of dividing them into 
Centuria and Turm£. The Author's Words are: 

llabet Cohors Equifata Milliaria pedites f ptingen- 
gent os fexaginta . centurias decern^ eqnites ducen- 
tos quadraginta, turmas decern. 

And again; 

Mcminerimus itaque ad computationem cohort is eqtih 
tat£ milliarite pedaturam ad milk trecentosfexa^ 
ginta dart debet e. 

Which is to be thus explained : The Te datura of 
this irregular Corps, in their Incampment, would not 
be the faire as the Pcdatura of an uniform Body 
of Infantry, of the fame Number, but would exceed 
It by 360 Feet 5 for i\mz Proportion of the Room of 
one Horfeman to one Foot-Soldier he afligns as 2-!- to 
one 

Omnis miles provinciatis accipit pedaturam, pedem 

adjeit a quint a eques ant em duos fern is > adjc£lu 

quint a. Habebit itaque Cohors equirata mil- 
liaria eqitites du centos quadraginta, auos red/go 
ad pediteMj tit pedem, quod accipit mile \\ ad duos 
femis, quod accepit eques. Fit dimidia ftimpta 
diichim qiiinciiies : fie iraftabimus mmenim eqiii* 
turn,, jit centum vighiti: dticmus quinsies, jiunt 

(excenii : 
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fc scent): acccdimt etc eadem Cohort e mitliaria, 
detracts equitibus, reliqui pedites feptingentifexs- 
ginta: ft cum fupcriori milk trccenti fexa?inta, 
For the Mark © I account thus; The ufual Note 
of a Thoufand is cither I between CC's, thus 
C ID; orclfcX, thus CXD. The former Figure, when 
clofcd at the Top, cxadlly refemblcs an ancient M, 
thus CD 5 and the latter, when (hut up, a Figure of 
Eight inclined 05. Both which Marks have been 
long ufed to cxprefs a Thousand. The latter is the 
-Mark before us, the X between CO, but clofed 
In on all Sides, thus, ©, if this be in Reality 
the Figure upon the Stone. For Mr. Gordon in his 
Iter Septentrionale copying ah Infcription, wherein 
there was the Mark of four Thoufands, save us the 
Thoufand inclofcd on all Sides, the very Mark in 
our Infcription 5 but upon Mr. Horfefs Infpcciion 
it turned out to be the fecond Figure, the Thou- 
fand inclosed only at both Ends thus 00. 

The lad Part therefore of the Infcription is to be 
thus undcrftood: 

COUors l. ma FIDA VAKDVLorum Civium R0- 
manorum EQuitata Milliaria ANTON1NIANA 

FECIT SVB CVRA T. CO Legati, Tri- 

buni, or Qenturionis EEGionis XX. ma Genio Kom£. 

Which laft Words are to be applied to the Empe- 
ror, and contain a Compliment at that time of Day 
not unufual. 

<8t, John's College, Cambridge. 
Jan, 1. 1744-5* 
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